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Syria
A Recent History
John McHugo

March 2015 
History/Syria
Bformat Pb 304pp £10.99 
2 maps
ISBN 9780863561603
eISBN 9780863567636

JoHN MCHUGO is a Senior Fellow 
at the Centre for Syrian Studies at St 
Andrews University. A board member 
of CAABU, he is also a director of 
the British Egyptian Society and the 
chair of the Liberal Democrat Friends 
of Palestine. McHugo’s writing has 
featured in History Today, The World 
Today, Jewish Quarterly and on the 
BBC News website.

Syria’s descent into civil war has already 
claimed an estimated 200,000 lives while 
more than nine million people have fled 
their homes. This is now the greatest 
humanitarian and political crisis of the 
twenty-first century. 

In this timely account, John McHugo 
charts the history of Syria from the First 
World War to the present and considers 
why Syria’s foundations as a nation 
have proved so fragile. He examines 
the country’s thwarted attempts at 
independence under French rule before 
turning to more recent events: sectarian 
tensions, the pressures of international 
conflicts, two generations of rule by the 
Assads and the rise of ISIS.

As the conflict in Syria rages on, McHugo 
provides a rare and authoritative guide 
to a complex nation that demands our 
attention.

‘Remarkably prescient … insightful  
and timely’ Sunday Herald

‘Enlightening’ Robert Fisk, Independent
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Islamic State
The Digital Caliphate
Abdel Bari Atwan

May 2015
Current Affairs/Terrorism

Demy HbO 288pp £16.99
ISBN 9780863561955

eISBN 9780863561016

Abdel Bari Atwan was Editor-in-
Chief of London-based daily al-Quds 
al-Arabi for 25 years. He now edits Rai 
al-Youm. Atwan interviewed Osama 
bin Laden twice and has cultivated 
uniquely well-placed sources from 
within the various branches of al-
Qa‘ida and other jihadi groups, 
including IS, over the last fifteen years. 

In this timely book, Abdel Bari Atwan 
draws on his unrivalled knowledge of 
the global jihadi movement and Middle 
Eastern geopolitics to reveal the origins 
and modus operandi of Islamic State.  

Based on extensive field research and 
exclusive interviews with IS insiders, 
Atwan outlines the group’s structure, 
strategies and diverse methods of 
recruitment. He traces IS’s ideological 
differences with al-Qa‘ida and the 
deadly rivalry that has emerged between 
their leaders. Atwan also shows how 
the group’s rapid growth has been 
facilitated by its masterful command 
of social media platforms, the ‘dark 
web’, Hollywood ‘blockbuster’-style 
videos, and even jihadi computer games, 
producing a powerful paradox where the 
ambitions of the Middle Ages have re-
emerged in cyber-space.

As IS continues to dominate media 
headlines, Atwan 	 considers the group‘s 
chances of survival and expansion, and 
offers indispensable insights on potential 
government responses to contain the IS 
threat.
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Enemy on the Euphrates
The Battle for Iraq, 1914–1921
Ian Rutledge . New in Paperback

June 2015
History/Military History
Bformat Pb 504pp £10.99  
7 maps 15 B&W photographs
ISBN 9780863561702
eISBN 9780863567674 

Ian Rutledge is an economist and historian. A graduate of the University of 
Cambridge, where he received a PhD in Economic History,  Rutledge is the co-founder 
and research director of the Sheffield Energy Resources Information Services. His 
other works include Addicted to Oil: America’s Relentless Drive for Energy Security.

Between July 1920 and February 1921, in 
the territory known as Mesopotamia 
(now the modern state of Iraq), an Arab 
revolt came perilously close to inflicting 
a shattering defeat upon the British 
Empire. A huge peasant army besieged 
British garrisons with sand-bagged 
entrenchments and bombarded them 
with captured artillery; British columns 
and armoured trains were ambushed and 
destroyed; and well-armed gunboats 
were sunk or captured. 

A key component of its Middle East 
policy during the Great War, Britain’s 
quest for oil was one of the principal 
reasons for its continuing occupation of 
Iraq. However, with around 131,000 Arabs 
in arms at one stage of the conflict, the 
British were very nearly driven out. Only 
a massive infusion of Indian troops and 
the widespread use of aircraft prevented 
a total rout.

‘Material with acute relevance to the 
crisis now tearing Iraq to pieces’ 
Robert Fisk, Independent

‘Rutledge displays a novelist’s taste for 
intrigue, espionage, gunboat diplomacy, 
personal hardship and murder’ 
BBC History Magazine
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Desert Songs of the Night
1500 Years of Arabic Literature 
Edited by Suheil Bushrui & James M. Malarkey

August 2015
Literature

Bformat Pb 480pp £12.99
ISBN 9780863561757 

	 eISBN 9780863561856

Suheil Bushrui is a distinguished author, poet, critic and translator, particularly 
revered as an authority on the works of W. B. Yeats and Kahlil Gibran. He is a 
senior research scholar at the Center for International Development and Conflict 
Management at the University of Maryland.

James M. Malarkey is a specialist on Middle Eastern and North African affairs. He 
is the Chair of Humanities and General Education at Antioch University Midwest.

A unique and extraordinary collection, 
Desert Songs of the Night presents some 
of the finest poetry and prose by Arab 
writers, from the Arab East to Andalusia, 
over the last 1,500 years.

From the mystical imagery of the 
Qur’an and the colourful stories of 
The Thousand and One Nights, to the 
powerful verses of longing of Mahmoud 
Darwish and Nazik al-Mala’ika, this 
captivating collection includes translated 
excerpts of works by the major authors 
of the period, as well as by lesser known 
writers of equal significance.

Desert Songs of the Night showcases the 
vibrant and distinctive literary heritage 
of the Arabs and conveys a full range of 
experiences and perspectives, from the 
heroic to the comic, the mystical to the 
romantic, and the courtly to the popular. 

Beautifully produced, this is the ideal gift 
book for lovers of world literature and 
for those who seek an acquaintance with 
gems of Arab thought and expression.
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The People Want 
A Radical Exploration of the Arab Uprising
Gilbert Achcar .   New Edition

April 2014
History 
Bformat Pb 352pp £10.99 
9 maps
ISBN 9780863561658
eISBN 9780863568329

Gilbert Achcar is Professor of De-
velopment Studies and International 
Relations at SOAS, University of Lon-
don. He has written extensively on 
politics and development economics, 
as well as social change and social  
theory. His other works include Peri-
lous Power: The Middle East and US 
Foreign Policy, with Noam Chomsky.

‘The people want …’: So began the 
slogans chanted by millions of protesters 
across the Arab world in 2011, as their 
long-suppressed craving for democracy 
revealed itself. But huge social and 
economic problems were also laid bare 
by the protestors’ demands, signalling 
the beginning of a long and complex 
revolutionary process. 

In this landmark work, noted Middle 
East specialist Gilbert Achcar analyses 
the socio-economic features that hinder 
the region’s development, as well as 
the social and political dynamics of the 
uprisings, and sheds light on the various 
movements that use Islam as a political 
banner and their historical connections 
with the oil monarchies. 

‘One of the best analysts of the 
contemporary Arab world’  Le Monde

‘A detailed and searching account’ 
New York Review of Books

‘The most insightful and erudite study 
to date’ Marx & Philosophy Review of 
Books
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Virginia Woolf in Manhattan
Maggie Gee

June 2015 
Fiction
Bformat Pb 476pp  £7.99
ISBN 9781846591990 
eISBN 9781846591891

Maggie Gee is the author of twelve 
acclaimed novels, including The White 
Family (shortlisted for the Orange 
and IMPAC prizes), and a memoir. 
She is a Fellow and Vice-President of 
the Royal Society of Literature, and 
Professor of Creative Writing at Bath 
Spa University. Her work has been 
translated into fourteen languages. 
Maggie Gee was awarded an OBE in 
2012 for services to literature.

Bestselling author Angela Lamb is going 
through a mid-life crisis. She dumps 
her irrepressible daughter Gerda at 
boarding school and flies to New 
York to pursue her passion for Woolf, 
whose manuscripts are held in a private 
collection. When a bedraggled Virginia 
Woolf herself materialises among the 
bookshelves and is promptly evicted, 
Angela, stunned, rushes after her on to 
the streets of Manhattan.  

Soon Angela is chaperoning her 
troublesome heroine as the latter tries 
to understand the internet and scams 
bookshops with ‘rare signed editions’. 
Then Virginia insists on flying with Angela 
to Istanbul, finds a Turkish admirer and 
steals the show at an International 
Conference on – Virginia Woolf.

Virginia Woolf in Manhattan is a 
witty and profound novel about the 
miraculous possibilities of a second 
chance at life.

‘Audacious, playful and dazzlingly 
written’ The Herald
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£14.99
9780863560231

£16.99
9780863564932

£9.99
9780863569289

£14.99
9780863564123

£14.99
9780863567452

£14.99 
9780863567650

£14.99
9780863564031

£14.99
9780863564260

£14.99 
9780863564710

£16.99 
9780863564079

£14.99
9780863567407

£14.99 
9780863566257
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£35
9780863568244

£14.99
9780863560873

£10.99 
9780863566349

£9.99 
9780863565243

£12.99
9780863565571

£6.99
9780863563317

£16.95
9780863561559

£16.99
9780863568855

£7.99 
9780863564055

£7.99 
9780863569548

£12.95
9780863563423

£14.99
9780863564369

£9.99 
9780863566684

£7.99
9780863565496

£7.99
9780863563072

£9.99
9780863565137
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£7.99
9780863567117

£9.99 
9780863563119

£8.99
9780863564277

£8.99
9780863564154

£20
9780863566219

£14.99 
9780863566288

£19.99
9780863567353

£8.99 
9780863564178

£16.99
9780863564734

£9.99 
9780863566370

£7.99
9780863563225

£10.99
9780863564116

£9.99 
9780863569111

£10.99
9780863567421

£35.00
9780863567919

£45.00
9780863567599
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£25 
9780863565984

£45 
9780863567216

£25 
9780863564765

£10
9780863568565

£19.99
9780863565403

£25 
9780863566486

£7.99
9780863566387

£14.99
9780863564482

£25 
9780863564864

£35 
9780863566738

£40
9780863566202

£14.99
9780863568442

£20
9780863568176

£25
9780863564130

£12.99 
9780863560804

£18
9780863564437
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£16.99 
9780863568428

£14.99
9780863564192

£14.99
9780863564802

£18.99 
9780863564345

£25
9780863564376

£10
9780863568497

£17.99
9780863564574

£10.99
9780863566240

£10.99 
9780863564833

£10.99 
9780863568596

£8.99 
9780863565298

£14.99
9780863564611

£25 
9780863564901

£14.99
9780863564581

£10.99 
9780863567872

£21.99
9780863567773
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£50
9780863566899

£9.99
9780863566998

£17.99
9780863567476

£7.99
9780863564284

£14.99 
9780863565939

£35 
9780863568251

£17.99
9780863569593

£14.99
9780863564987

£12.99
9780863565502

£70
9780863564307

£14.99
9780863564888

£20
9780863564062

£35 
9780863569036

£35 
9780863565250

£55 
9780863564567

£10.99
9780863566714
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£20 
9781908906113

£7.99 
9781908906144

£8.99
9781908906090

£7.99
9781908906168

£10.99 
9781908906106

£12.99
9781908906045

£8.99 
9781908906182

£16.99
9781908906205

£10.99 
9781908906069

History/Religion/Biography
  £9.99  9781908906298

‘A riveting biography’ 
New Yorker

‘Fascinating’ 
Guardian
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£7.99 
9781846590009

£7.99
9781846590863

£8.99
9781846590832

£7.99
9781846590375

£8.99 
9781846590948

£8.99
9781846591488

£8.99
9781846590917

£7.99
9781846591242

£10
9781846591600

£7.99
9781846591570

£7.99
9781846590160

£7.99 
9781846590511

£8.99 
9781846591440

£7.99 
9781846591556

£7.99 
9781846590672

£7.99
9781846590535
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£7.99 
9781846590894

£6.99 
9781846590566

£7.99
9781846590283

£7.99
9781846590320

£7.99
9781846590931

£7.99
9781846590887

£7.99 
9781846590436

£7.99
9781846590016

£8.99 
9781846590900

£7.99 
9781846590085

£7.99
9781846590795

£7.99
9781846590139

£7.99
9780863565120

£7.99 
9781846590382

£8.99
9781846590238

£7.99
9781846590221
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£7.99 
9781846590818

£7.99 
9781846590924

£7.99
9781846591709

£7.99 
9781846590627

£8.99 
9781846590665

£7.99 
9781846590733

£7.99 
9781846591846

£6.99 
9781846590054

£8.99
9781846590344

£7.99 
9781846590399

£9.99 
9781846590191

£9.99 
9781846590108

£9.99
9781846590276

£9.99
9781846590610

£9.99
9781846590740

£7.99 
9781846591860
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UK / EUROPEAN DISTRIBUTION

Marston Book Services
160 Milton Park
Abingdon 
Oxon OX14 4SD
T: + 44 (0) 1235 465500
F: + 44 (0) 1235 465555
www.marston.co.uk

Representatives / Agents

UK 
Saqi Books / The Westbourne Press
Yale Representation Ltd
www.yalerep.co.uk

Andrew Jarmain
Yale University Press
47 Bedford Square
London WC1B 3DP
T: + 44 (0) 20 7079 4900
F: + 44 (0) 20 7079 4901
E: andrew.jarmain@yaleup.co.uk

Scotland
James Brook
T: + 44 (0) 07803 012 461
E: james.brook@yaleup.co.uk

North West England, inc. Staffordshire
Sally Sharp
T: + 44 (0) 1274 511 536 
E: sally.sharp@yale.edu

South Wales, South and South West 
England, inc. South London
Josh Houston
T: + 44 (0) 7803 012487
E: josh.houston@yaleup.co.uk

London, the South East and The Mid-
lands, inc. Birmingham
Matthew Wright
T: + 44 (0) 7803 012 521
E: matthew.wright@yaleup.co.uk

Key Accounts Sales Executive 
Paul Sammut 
T: + 44 (0) 20 7079 4900 
E: paul.sammut@yaleup.co.uk

All Three Imprints

Europe
Andrew Durnell 
Durnell Marketing
2 Linden Close
Tunbridge Wells 
Kent TN4 8HH
T: + 44 (0) 1892 544 272
F: + 44 (0) 1892 511 152
E: andrew@durnell.co.uk

India
Maya Publishers PVT LTD
Surit Mitra
4821, Parwana Bhawan (3rd Floor)
24, Ansari Road, Daryaganj 
NEW DELHI - 110 002, India
T: + (91) 11 647 12521
F: + (91) 11 232 43829
E: surit@vsnl.com

Far East 
The White Partnership
Andrew White
6 Newlands Road
Tunbridge Wells
Kent TN4 9AT  UK
T:++44 7973 176046
E: thewhitepartnership@btopenworld.com



Pakistan (stockholders)
Liberty Books Pvt Ltd
Plot No. C-16, Mehran Town,
Brooks Chorangi,
Korangi Industrial Area,
Karachi – 74900
Pakistan
T: 92 345 8283063 
E: libooks@cyber.net.pk

United States/Canada 
Consortium Book Sales & Distribution
The Keg House
34, Thirteenth Avenue NE
Suite 101
Minneapolis MN55413 
USA
T: + 1 612 746 2600 
F: + 1 612 746 2606
Orders: Toll Free: +1 800 283 3572
Pubnet: SAN Number 631-760X
E: entry@perseusbooks.com
www.cbsd.com

For all other sales and rights enquiries please contact:

Lynn Gaspard
Publisher
26 Westbourne Grove
London W2 5RH
T: + 44 (0) 20 7221 9347
E: lynn@saqibooks.co.uk


